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NORWOOD PLANNING BOARD 

566 WASHINGTON STREET 

NORWOOD, MA   02062 

 

 

PLANNING BOARD MINUTES, MARCH 11, 2013 

 

Present:   Ernie Paciorkowski, Chairman 

    Joseph F. Sheehan, Vice-Chairman 

    Paul J. Donohue 

    Alfred P. Porro 

    Debbie Holmwood, Clerk 

    Claire Murphy, Admin. Asst. 

 

 

7:00 P.M.  The Norwood Planning Board meeting was called to order by Mr. 

Paciorkowski, Chairman, in Room 12, Norwood Town Hall. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Porro to approve the minutes of February 11, 2013, seconded by 

Mr. Sheehan 

 

VOTE  5-0  motion passed 

 

MINOR SITE PLAN REVIEW – CBD Signage – Soko’s Pizza, 514 Washington 

Street 

 

Present:  Michael Sepinuck, Sign a Rama 

 

Mr. Sepinuck, representing owners, explained that Soko’s Pizza would like to replace the 

existing signage on the side of the building. The new sign would be 30’ X 72”, smaller 

than the existing sign, with digitally printed graphics on cast vinyl w/UV lamination. It 

would be installed with masonry wall anchors and stainless steel screws.  

 

Mr. Paciorkowski asked if there would be lighting and Mr. Sepinuck said no lighting. Ms. 

Holmwood noted that Soko’s Pizza was two doors in from the side of the building, and 

wanted to know about the other units, could they have signs put on the side also. Mr. 

Paciorkowski said this would be a decision by the landlord and the other businesses 

would have to comply with the sign guidelines.  

 

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to approve the proposed new signage for Soko’s Pizza, 

514 Washington Street, seconded by Mr. Donohue 

 

VOTE  5-0 motion passed 
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OTHER BUSINESS 

 

Re-Schedule Site Plan Approval Meeting for Norwood Hospital 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski explained to the Board that there were a few questions about the permit 

process. Mr. Costello feels that the applicant needs to file a Major Project Special Permit 

with the Planning Board because of the size of the project and the parking increase. Atty. 

Macchi did not agree but understood Mr. Costello’s concerns. At this time they are 

waiting for Town Counsel to determine which Board (ZBA or PB) has jurisdiction. After 

Town Counsel rules a meeting will be re-scheduled for the Norwood Hospital project.  

 

Street Acceptances 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski went over the list of street acceptances that were submitted by Asst. 

Town Engineer, Andy Murphy. They are Vanderbilt Avenue, Carnegie Town, Astor 

Avenue, Morgan Drive and River Ridge Drive. This is part of the Vanderbilt Strategic 

Plan and to apply for a MassWorks grant to improve the Vanderbilt District, all of these 

roads need to be public ways.  

 

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to recommend acceptance of the following streets to the 

Selectmen; Vanderbilt Avenue, Carnegie Row, Astor Avenue, Morgan Drive, and River 

Ridge for street acceptance, seconded by Mr. Porro 

 

VOTE  5-0 motion passed 

 

 

Vanderbilt Strategic Plan – Approval to Proceed with Zoning Amendments 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski went over a letter that was received from Mr. Costello, dated March 

11, 2013, stating that an error was found in the Vanderbilt amendments. The error 

concerns retail use being part of the flex space definition. Mr. Costello recommends 

postponing any action on this amendment until March 25
th

 at which time he will present a 

revised amendment.  

 

Norwood Downtown Sign Initiative – Acceptance of Report and Approval to 

Proceed with Zoning Amendments 

 

The Board did not take any action on this tonight because there was a question regarding 

A-frame (sandwich-board) signs. Mr. Costello had talked with Mr. Chubet, Building 

Inspector, and it was agreed to not move forward on A-frame signs at this time. 

 

Medical Marijuana Treatment Facilities 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski updated the Board on a recent conversation he had with Mr. Costello 

during which potential options on medical marijuana facilities in Norwood were 
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discussed. Mr. Paciorkowski said that they discussed going to Town Meeting with three 

options, one would be restricting medical marijuana facilities to the highway district, 

another would be to create an overlay district placing the dispensaries near the hospital 

and lastly implementing a temporary moratorium on medical marijuana treatment centers  

for one year.  

 

Mr. Paciorkowski said that Sharon and Walpole recently imposed moratoriums and Mr. 

Paciorkowski noted that if surrounding Towns are doing a moratorium, where are the 

marijuana dispensaries going to look to go, they are going to come to Norwood. 

Discussion ensued.  

 

Following the discussion, it was agreed that all three options would remain on the table 

for now, and the Planning Board will schedule a public hearing before deciding on what 

to recommend to Town Meeting.  

 

 

PUBLIC HEARING – CDB Signage, Special Permit and Site Plan Approval, 

Dedham Savings, 185 Central Street 

 

Present:  James Treacy, SignWorks Group 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski opened the Public Hearing. 

 

Ms. Holmwood, Clerk, read the public hearing notice as it appeared in the Norwood 

Record on February 21, 2013 and February 28, 2013. 

 

Mr. Treacy, representing Dedham Savings, explained that they are proposing to replace 

the existing sign with a new illuminated free standing sign. Mr. Treacy presented photos 

of Dedham Savings signs at other locations and said they are proposing a sign that is 

internally lit, where just the letters light up, not the face of the sign.  

 

Mr. Sheehan thinks that this new sign is an improvement and being internally lit is better 

than having goose neck lights hanging over the sign. 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski agreed with Mr. Sheehan that this sign is an improvement. 

 

Mr. Porro also thought this was an improvement, half the square footage, and less 

obtrusive, he had no issues. 

 

Ms. Holmwood agreed that it was more attractive but the Board has always said no to 

internally lit signs. Ms. Holmwood feels the next person who comes along would want 

one also.  

 

Mr. Sheehan talked about the other options i.e. having a spotlight or goose neck.  

 

Mr. Donohue mentioned limiting the hours of the sign being lit. 
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Mr. Paciorkowski asked if anyone from the public wanted to speak and seeing none 

asked the pleasure of the Board. 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to close the public hearing on the Special Permit/Site 

Plan Approval for CDB Signage for Dedham Savings, 185 Central Street, seconded by 

Mr. Donohue 

VOTE  5-0  motion passed 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to approve the request as presented for Special 

Permit/Site Plan Approval for CDB Signage for Dedham Savings, 185 Central Street, 

seconded by Mr. Donohue 

VOTE  4-1  (Ms. Holmwood against) 

 

PUBLIC HEARING – CBD Signage – Special Permit and Site Plan Approval, 

Ashfield Cheyne Veterinary Clinic, 33 Broadway 

 

Present:   Hedley Marks, owner 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski, Chairman, opened the public hearing.  

 

Ms. Holmwood, Clerk, read the public hearing notice as it appeared in the Norwood 

Record on February 21, 2013 and February 28, 2013. 

 

Mr. Marks said that he would like to replace the large metal sign that is currently on the 

property with a new free standing sign. The new sign is a double-sided wood carved sign 

by Sign Language Signs and will be attached to two granite posts. The new sign will be 

in the same location as the old sign.  

 

Mr. Paciorkowski asked if there was any lighting on the sign. Mr. Marks said he would 

like to have landscape lighting with low voltage. Mr. Porro suggested using LED 

lighting, and Mr. Marks will look into it.  

 

Mr. Paciorkowski noted that there was no one from the public in attendance. 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to close the public hearing on the Special Permit and 

Site Plan Approval request for Ashfield Cheyne Veterinary Clinic, 33 Broadway, 

seconded by Mr. Donohue 

VOTE  5-0 motion passed 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Porro to approve the Special Permit and Site Plan Approval 

request for new signage at Ashfield Cheyne Veterinary Clinic, 33 Broadway, seconded 

by Mr. Donohue 

 

VOTE  5-0 motion passed 
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ADJOURNMENT 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Donohue to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Sheehan 

VOTE  5-0  motion passed 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  


